
 

​June 2025 News & Updates

Announcements & Upcoming Events

Welcoming our new
IMPROVE-CIP Project Coordinator!

Athena Gainey (she/they) is thrilled to join the
AMETHIST team as a Project Coordinator.
Athena joins us from the PASS Study Team at
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia where she
served as a Clinical Research
Assistant/Community Health Partner. Athena
assisted in research for parent training
interventions for families of children with

ADHD. Prior to her role in PASS, she worked in health equity and identity
formation research at Ursinus College and UNC Chapel Hill. She is passionate
about advancing equitable reproductive health outcomes, intergenerational
mental health, and is enthusiastic about continuing her career and education
with the AMETHIST team. Athena is also enrolled as a graduate student in the
Graduate School of Education for Counseling Psychology with aims of
working in family counseling and family planning.

We are excited to welcome you to the team, Athena!

Virtual Seminar | Navigating Sensitive Topics:
Strategies for Teaching and Everyday Life

Friday, June 6th | 1:00p ET

https://files.constantcontact.com/1c7c9556901/6aa2c33d-d707-4716-a879-fb209727527d.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8c4635fe-f1c3-409a-946b-3943833fdf86


Micki Burdick, PhD Sarita Sonalkar, MD, MPH

Join us Friday, June 6th at 1pm ET for a thoughtful conversation on
navigating sensitive topics across teaching and everyday life. Hosted by Micki

Burdick, PhD and Sarita Sonalkar, MD, MPH from the AMETHIST
Engagement Core, this seminar will explore strategies for engaging with

complex and emotionally charged subjects.

Register Here!

https://b5rtvsfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GR067XGQUohSv5NGme3U17wJA5QX3STepu9mQnrFj0MKyFYtCocBp-KzXghbggmhw-aXhXHaYWhkRovdu4Z5M8iVRsTwog3RjCNhZHg4xwt12J2mwuCoPDqr_42nl5AxjjcfmktjBDCB_QVklLDmP4i5tOHtvDP1-yBnQovvch6LjElwWISITRAlxejM5q3Zlut_94nPPpbq3CysHEddaUhdPc9pRLF-vZs2YEsRg4orII6o53-hrPAaLmAH5xKSQr5wmsDjyNUfXQG1vbi5eBz11wVRpvac&c=A4Boho1Jjv1o_KQSbgxqzHQMnGu9jJ4QeFitoqtVh4l1DY4jw_y4cg==&ch=C_CZd7AP_og7f6soGhPm3wmUxZ8HaxK3xg1O7Ed0QYoQOSNS8gE6lg==
https://b5rtvsfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GR067XGQUohSv5NGme3U17wJA5QX3STepu9mQnrFj0MKyFYtCocBp-KzXghbggmh89_wYFF4C7WXhDhXym8zdpKmYhSqrs_DYDMBpblMUDpXNcBEqfs_R6g_mSJJSA1EADLC3J919Bb0UrEAWoOY1LWoZLDuSoijPeqGufYKCIMc4-DlJWIEDSvySQ9zJe85YBWrPPq6IqEsI-V563xzpA==&c=A4Boho1Jjv1o_KQSbgxqzHQMnGu9jJ4QeFitoqtVh4l1DY4jw_y4cg==&ch=C_CZd7AP_og7f6soGhPm3wmUxZ8HaxK3xg1O7Ed0QYoQOSNS8gE6lg==
https://pennmedicine.zoom.us/meeting/register/XTlvybQWQ0Oro7oGVQBAYg#/registration


2025 IMPROVE Community Scholars Training Program

AMETHIST and REACH are proud to begin recruiting for the Community
Scholars Program. The program is now accepting applications from

community partners affiliated with IMPROVE CoEs. This online training
program helps build research capacity in community leaders and

organizations, guiding Scholars to develop a compelling concept paper and
present a poster of a community-driven idea or solution. 

Apply to the Community Scholars Program

Call for Proposals: AMETHIST@Penn Pilot Grants in
Maternal Health Implementation Science

AMETHIST@Penn has announced its pilot grant in Maternal Health
Implementation Science. The grant is in the amount of $20,000 for a course

of 1- year and will offer investigators support and hands-on mentorship
through the AMETHIST Hub. Investigators with interests in maternal health,
health disparities, and implementation science are encouraged to apply! Up to

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bwPa1y5A6VDmA74__;!!IBzWLUs!RNObxluETl0zA6SYs2KFJnmcgWX30vcRAR4oiL4vrdRREOK6YuO_vvK8NcxMbicgxRy1ol1sigKNOAl_Pfv-tinJeRtdxxgdTpvrA-k$
https://files.constantcontact.com/1c7c9556901/ff913881-15aa-4071-a41d-a86a6e5e42e3.pdf?_gl=1*2o4lfk*_ga*NDk0MzUyMTMxLjE3NDkwNDUzNjY.*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NDkwNDUzNjUkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDkwNDc4MzMkajM1JGwwJGgw


three scholars will be accepted on an annual basis through the grant period,
and there is no limit on how many applications can be submitted.

The deadline to apply is June 15th, 2025.

 Please email AMETHIST@pennmedicine.upenn.edu for more information
about this opportunity.

Are you interested in having an abstract reviewed for the 2025
Dissemination & Innovation (D&I) conference?

Our AMETHIST Design Core team has announced they will be providing
feedback for those planning to submit an abstract. Abstracts can be shared

with us for review until June 20th, 2025! ​If you are interested in this
opportunity, please email Dashia Gray-Davis, Design Core Project Coordinator

at dashia.davis@pennmedicine.upenn.edu.

The deadline to submit abstracts to D&I is July 15th , 2025 at 5:00p ET.

D&I 2025 Call for Abstracts Webpage

June Office Hours for IMPROVE Trainees
Wednesday, June 18th

Are you a trainee involved with one of the IMPROVE Centers of Excellence? If
you are looking for assistance with IDP creation and feedback, career

development award guidance, or advice on the design and conduct of a small-
scale implementation project, feel free to sign up for office hours with our

AMETHIST Training Core Co-Leads or Co-Investigators.

Trainees may include post-docs, undergraduate or medical students, junior
faculty, or anyone in a structured training program.

Sign up here for a 20-minute session:
Monthly Training Core Office Hours — Signup Sheet

To all Policy Day attendees:

The AMETHIST@Penn Policy Core would like to extend its
thanks to all who have participated in our first ever Policy Day
on May 13th! Each session explored a wealth of information on
maternal health legislation, with the opportunity for robust
discussion.

As a follow-up to the event, an AMETHIST guide with information on our
speakers and policy-focused resources can be found here. Additionally, please
let us know how we did by filling out the brief post-Policy Day survey!

mailto:AMETHIST@pennmedicine.upenn.edu
mailto:dashia.davis@pennmedicine.upenn.edu
https://academyhealth.org/page/2025-di-call-abstracts
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/411250924043/false#/invitation
https://files.constantcontact.com/1c7c9556901/f59efbdb-609f-4087-8fe5-c06c1f6d3510.pdf?_gl=1*1weeole*_ga*MTkxODIwMjYzNS4xNzQ5MDM5NDk4*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*czE3NDkwMzk0OTckbzEkZzEkdDE3NDkwNDA4ODckajU2JGwwJGgw
https://qualtricsxm8rh2mgjxq.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_enRBc5dlduuSfpc


To our AMETHIST@Penn Family:

Thank you for attending our 4th Family Meeting! The updates
you've shared have been invaluable as we continue our work
in maternal health implementation science research. We look
forward to our next gathering!

Share your Maternal Health
Implementation Science Opportunities with Us!

Would you like to share current job postings or training events related to
maternal health implementation science with us? Please email these

opportunities to AMETHIST@pennmedicine.upenn.edu to promote in our
monthly newsletters!

Check out our library of resources
or request a consult! IMPROVE Collaboration Portal
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